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(Estimated Time: 15 – 30 minutes) 

Processional 

~ Introductory Music ~ 

~ Bridal Party Enters ~ 

~ Music for Bride Begins ~ 

Please rise for the bride 

~ Bride enters ~ 

Welcome Statement 

Officiant: (Addressing Guest) We are gathered together on this day to witness and celebrate the 

marriage of Jack Smith and Jill Doe. We come together not to mark the start of a relationship, 

but to acknowledge and strengthen a bond that consist of commitment, communication, patience, 

and respect as seen in both the visible and invisible love this couple displays. This ceremony is a 

public affirmation of that bond and as their dearest family and friends, it is our honor and 

privilege to stand witness to this event. This day is made possible not only because of your love 

for each other, but through the grace and support of your family and friends. It is our hope that 

your fulfillment and joy in each other will increase with each passing year. 

Family Blessing 

Officiant: (Addressing Companion) Who gives this bride away today? 

Bridal Companion:  Her Father 

Officiant: Thank you, you may all be seated now. 
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Ceremony Address 

Officiant: (Addressing Guest) Marriage is a commitment in life, where two people can find and 

bring out the very best in each other. It offers opportunities for sharing and growth that no other 

human relationship can equal, a physical and emotional joining that has the promise of a lifetime. 

And a jumping off point to eternity. 

Now jumping isn’t a strange concept for these two, is it? For those that didn’t know, Jack 

and Jill began their journey together on a trampoline. It’s true. Jack, who lived next door to Jill’s 

babysitter, had a trampoline. Despite their age appropriate fear of cooties, they managed to work 

through their hypochondriasis and turn this anxiety into something that would first start out as a 

friendship and evolve into the ceremony that has brought you all here today.    

From childhood trampoline mates, to best friends, to marriage. Marriage was the most natural 

next step in their lives. Just as predictable as gravity would guarantee they would fall back down 

after jumping on the trampoline, their lives together were just as predictable and expected.  

And though we honor this day by the three words this couple have shared with each other 

multiple times, it is further reverenced by the three words all of the guest have said one time or 

another, “It’s….about…time….” 

Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life. Happiness is fuller; memories are 

fresher; commitment is stronger. Marriage understands and forgives the mistakes life is unable to 

avoid. It encourages and nurtures new life, new experiences and new ways of expressing love 

through the seasons of life. 
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It is of no small coincidence that a person who bares the same name as the groom, so 

aptly wrote a letter to describe, not only the importance of love, but to pronounce its very 

essence.  The apostle Jack wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 that, “Love is patient and kind; love 

does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all 

things, believes in all things, hopes all things, endures all things. [and most importantly] Love 

never fails.” 

It is this very love that you both share for one another that has brought all of us here 

today. And while the commitment begins with the two of you, its effect radiates outward. It 

touches your family and friends and ultimately all of society. When this commitment is seriously 

made and continuously fulfilled, it leads to the richest and most rewarding of human 

relationships. 

This is, I am sure, what you Jack, want for Jill and it is also what you, Jill, want for Jack. 

It is also what your family and friends who are gathered her want for the two of you. When a 

couple treats each other with kindness, love, and respect, the best of what marriage has to offer is 

the result. 

Your relationship will take more than love. It will take trust, to know in your hearts that 

you want only the best for each other. Dedication, to stay open to one another, to learn and grow, 

even when it is difficult to do so. And faith, to go forward together without knowing what the 

future holds for you both. 
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While love is our natural state of being, these other qualities are not as easy to come by. 

They are not a destination, but a journey. Marriage is a give and take between two personalities, 

a mingling of two endowments which diminishes neither, but enhances both. Your joining 

together today becomes all the more important to recognize the significance of a devoted and 

affectionate family life. Moreover, your union today is the expected byproduct of two lives that 

have been intertwined since you were kids.  

Officiant: (Addressing couple): 

Seeing that no moment is without meaning, the tree that stands behind me is analogous to 

the relationship you have nurtured and grown throughout your lifetime. Although your branches 

may have grown in different directions, your roots remain the same. And because your roots are 

deep and firmly planted, there are no storms in life that can ever make you waver. This tree, has 

seen earthquakes, hurricanes, and even tornadoes, but here it stands… Strong…confident…and 

beautiful. Marriage is similar, as there will also be storms, hurricanes, and tornadoes, but there 

will also be times of joy and happiness, there will be moments where you wish you could freeze 

time forever, and there will be plenty of moments where you reflect on your wise decision to 

commit yourself to each other on this day. 

Marriage is a journey – a time of adventure and excitement enhanced by the love, trust, 

dedication and faith you share in one another. We ask that you take this marriage as a beginning 

of your lives together. Today signifies the creation of a new home and a new family for you both. 

May you be fulfilled by each other’s love and friendship. May you be overjoyed by the promises 
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you are about to make and the life together you will create. May the promises you make to one 

another today, be lived out to the end of your lives. Tomorrow can bring you the greatest of joys, 

but today is the day it all begins. 

Declaration of Intent 

Officiant: (Addressing couple) Jill and Jack please face one another and join hands. Loved ones 

and friends, we are now to witness the confession of mutual love and desire that has brought Jack 

and Jill to this sacred occasion. They have come seeking the blessing of Christ and the sanction 

of society, that they must be lawfully and happily joined together as husband and wife.  

Officiant: (Addressing Jill) 

Jill, do you take you Jack, to be your lawful wedded husband, Do you give your promise 

in the presence of God and these witnesses, your promise to stay by Jack’s side, In sickness and 

in health, in joy and in sorrow, As well as through the good times and the bad. Do you also 

promise to love him without reservation, Comfort him in times of distress, Encourage him to 

achieve all of his goals, Laugh with him, and cry with him, Grow with him, in mind and spirit, 

Always be open and honest with him, And cherish him for as long as you both shall live? 

Jill : I do. 

Officiant: (Addressing Jack) 
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JACK, do you take you Jill, to be your lawful wedded wife, Do you give your promise in 

the presence of God and these witnesses, your promise to stay by Jill’s side, In sickness and in 

health, in joy and in sorrow, As well as through the good times and the bad. Do you also promise 

to love her without reservation, Comfort her in times of distress, Encourage her to achieve all of 

her goals, Laugh with her, and cry with her, Grow with her, in mind and spirit, Always be open 

and honest with her, And cherish her for as long as you both shall live? 

Jack:  I do. 

Officiant: Very well. 

Exchange of Vows 

Officiant: (Addressing couple) Jill and Jack, the sacred vows that you make to one another today 

present you with the opportunity to express your love in your own words. I would at this time 

invite you to publically declare these vows: 

Jill, you may begin. 

Jill: [BRIDE's VOW] 

Officiant: Jack, you may now make your promise. 

Jack: [GROOM's VOW] 

Jack and Jill as you hold hands, may you see the gift that they are to you….These are the 

hands that are holding yours on your wedding day as you promise to love each other today, 

tomorrow, and forever. These are the hands that will, on countless times, wipe tears from your 

eyes, tears of joy and sorrow. These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you 
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through the years. These are the hands that will help hold your family together as one as you 

overcome adversity. These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it. These are 

the hands that will work alongside yours as you build your future together. But more 

importantly, right now, these are the hands that you will adorn with a symbol of your love…a 

ring. 

Exchange of Rings 

Officiant: (Addressing couple) Are there rings to be given as tokens of this union? 

(Couple receives rings from ring bearer and holds on to them) 

Having this love in your hearts, you have chosen to seal your vows by exchanging rings. 

From the earliest times, the circle has been a sign of completeness. The rings that you have 

chosen to wear have neither beginning nor end, much like your love for one another. They are a 

symbol of the words that you speak today. May these rings be from this day forward, your most 

treasured adornment, and may the love they symbolize, be your most precious possession. As 

you wear these rings, may they be constant reminders of these glad promises you are making 

today. 

(Addressing Jack) Jack, will you take Jill’s ring and put it on her finger then repeat after me. I 

give this ring to you Jill…. as a constant reminder….of my devotion of love…. I dedicate myself 
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in righteousness… to the pursuit… of our mutual good…and happiness…and I willingly and 

gladly…share with you…all that I possess….till death shall part us. 

(Addressing Jill) Jill, will you take Jack’s ring and put it on his finger then repeat after me. I give 

this ring to you Jack…. as a constant reminder….of my devotion of love…. I dedicate myself in 

righteousness….. to the pursuit of…our mutual good and happiness…and I willingly and 

gladly…share with you…all that I possess….till death shall part us. 

Pronouncement 

Officiant: (Addressing guest and couple) 

Today you have pledged yourselves to a lifetime of caring for one another. May this be a 

commitment made in love, kept in faith, lived in hope and eternally renewed. As you stand 

before us, it is our hope that you will go through life loving, trusting, and caring for one another, 

completely and forever, never forgetting the roots that you have planted together.  

Jack and Jill from this moment forward you will never be alone. You will carry with you 

the love of another person, giving you a completeness and renewed lightness. May your life 

together be immersed in love and excitement. May you strive to enrich each other in every 

possible way. And may you work to bring the peace you find to this world. 

Declaration of Marriage & Kiss 

Officiant: (Addressing guest) Having pledged their fidelity to one another, to love, honor and 

cherish one another in the presence of this gathering and by the authority vested in me by the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, it is my honor to now pronounce you husband and wife.  
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(Addressing Jack) 

Jack, you may now kiss the bride, forever sealing your marriage. 

Presentation 

Officiant: (Addressing the couple) You may turn around and face the guest.

Officiant: (Addressing guest) Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my honor and distinct pleasure to be

the first to introduce you to: Mr. and Mrs. Jack Smith!

Recessional 

~ Exit Music ~ 




